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MISSOURI COMMUNITY BETTERMENT EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 
 

Each year of MCB is a unique and challenging reward. As we move towards our 50th Anniversary of Missouri Community 

Betterment, we continue to acknowledgement outstanding Missouri communities. We are achieving success through 

assessing community needs, planning for the future and making road maps to accomplish great things in Missouri. 

Recognizing & Rewarding Excellence in Missouri Communities! Since 1963, the Missouri Community Betterment program 

has been helping communities enhance their life through overall community development, planning and implementing of 

projects and improving over-all quality of life. It’s well known that MCB communities attract more new and expanding 

industries, more capital investments and more new jobs in Missouri than non-MCB communities. 
 

In the 2010-2011 fiscal year of MCB, we increased the number of communities participating in the annual MCB conference 

in Jefferson City. We held our first regional meetings throughout the year in areas across Missouri to better share 

information and training. These regional meetings were deemed very successful and will continue into the next fiscal year. 

The one-day meetings helped to bring the program ideas of MCB to a local level and increase understanding, enthusiasm 

and participation at the state conference held each year in October. 
 

The number of MCB Board of Directors has increased. And in addition, participation at bi-monthly meetings has increased 

to nearly 100 percent. Funding continues to be a major effort to keep the year-around program alive and well. The annual 

directorate funding level has increased to an average of $500 per director. Along these same thoughts, we have initiated 

a community participation fee to promote “community ownership” in MCB. Our long-term goal of continuing MCB beyond 

the fifty year mark is being accomplished. 
 

Creating media events for first-place community and youth group winners has added a new emphasis to the local 

communities. Our “Friends of MCB” financial commitments continue to increase on a volunteer basis. With continued 

efforts to become self-supported, we have made great strides. New sponsors are still needed to add to our sustainability 

for the future of MCB. A funding committee has now been formed and is working in this effort. A new Missouri Rural 

Funding Team has been set up with the United States Department of Agriculture to assist rural funding streams upon 

request of individual Missouri communities. 
 

The Missouri Department of Economic Development continues to assist our efforts with the three-year Neighborhood 

Assistance Program Grant. With their help, and the help of our existing and new sponsors, friends and communities, the 

future is bright. MCB is not magic, but it works. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
J. C. Smith, MCBEF President 



MCBEF, Inc. 2010-2011 Officers and Board Members 

The Missouri Community Betterment Educational Fund, Inc. (MCBEF) is a private, not-for-profit corporation 
made up of businesses, public utilities, community representatives, federal and state agencies and 
individuals. MCBEF is the sponsor organization of the MCB Program and fulfills its purpose by providing 
strategic direction, determining the process for judging community participation, designing the annual 
conference to recognize community achievements and obtaining the necessary funding for the program. 
MCBEF is designated as a 501 c 3 organization. 

2010-2011 Accomplishments 

Increased community  

 participation 

Held first regional meetings to 

 increase information sharing  

 and training 

Increased members of MCB 

 Board of Directors 

Increased directorate funding 

 level to $500 per director 

Hosted meetings with Board and 

 Sponsors to obtain their input 

Initiated community 

 Participation Fee to promote 

 “community ownership” in MCB 

Expanded media events to 1st 

 place community and youth 

 group winners 

Continued emphasis on 

 community planning 

Utilizing Neighborhood 

 Assistance Program 3-year 

 grant 

J.C. Smith, President 

B & L Electric, Inc., Clinton 

Kathleen Bruegenhemke 

Vice-President, Hawthorn 

Bancshares, Inc., Jefferson City 

Mike Heimericks, Secretary/

Treasurer, Missouri Department of 

Economic Development, 

Jefferson City 

Johanna Reed Adams, Ph.D. University 

of Missouri Extension Community 

Development Program, Columbia 

Matt Ashby 

Federal Reserve Bank, St Louis 

Mike Chell, Ameren Services, St. Louis 

Jerry Craig 

Salem Area Community 

Betterment, Salem 

Robin Fitzgerald 

Mark Twain Regional Council of 

Government, Perry 

John Gulick, USDA-Rural 

Development, Columbia 

Carolee Hazlet 

Moberly 

Gordon Ipson 

Northeast Missouri Electric Power 

Cooperative, Palmyra 

Ivan Oestreich 

Clinton  

Bill Ransdall, Missouri Department of 

Economic Development,  

Jefferson City 

Debbie Roach 

Grant City 

John Robinson, III 

Finches by Robinson, St Louis 

Rep. Jason Smith 

Salem 

Jan Simon, Executive Director 

Branson West 



2010-2011 Missouri Community Betterment Sponsors 
Friends of MCB 

 

Johanna Reed Adams, Ph.D. 

Staci Alsup 

Kathleen Brugenhemke 

Georgianna Bush 

Rev. D. Randall Cone 

Jerry & Meredith Craig 

Mark Dawson 

Janie Dunning 

Robin Fitzgerald 

John & Sharon Gulick 

Carolee Hazlet 

Mike Heimericks 

Gordon Ipson 

Jameson Community 

Betterment Association 

Kristi Kenney  

Mark Twain Regional Council of 

Governments 

Avis Parman 

Pioneer Trails Regional Planning 

Commission 

Ted Rights 

Danny and Debbie Roach 

Karen Mendel Shannon 

Ernie & Jan Simon 

J. C. Smith 

Rep. Jason Smith 

South Iron Community 

Betterment 

Fran Talken 

Vincil Warren 

Corporate 

Capitol Plaza Hotel, Jefferson City 

Community Foundation of the Ozarks, 

Springfield  

Empire District Electric, Joplin 

Federal Reserve Bank, St Louis,  

St. Louis 

Finches by Robinson LTD, St. Louis 

Great Southern Bank, Springfield 

Laclede Electric Cooperative, Lebanon 

Missouri Association of Council of 

Government 

Missouri Telecommunications Industry 

Association, Jefferson City 

Northeast Missouri Electric Power 

Cooperative, Palmyra 

N.W. Electric Power Cooperative, 

Cameron 

Ivan Oestreich, Clinton 

Olsson Associates, Kansas City 

Orscheln Industries, Moberly 

University of Missouri Extension 

 

Associate/Community 

AT&T, Springfield 

Duncan Farms, Hawk Point 

OõReilly Auto Parts, Springfield 

Ozark Heritage Region, West Plains 

Gold 

Associated Electric Cooperative, 

Inc., Springfield 

Wayne Gott, Salem 

Missouri Department Economic 

Development, Jefferson City 

Paper Chase, Lexington 
 

Silver 

Hawthorn Bancshares, Inc.;  

Kansas City 

Missouri Community Service 

Commission, Jefferson City 
 

Bronze 

Ameren Services, St. Louis  

B & L Electric, Inc., Clinton 

KCP&L, Kansas City 

MFA Oil Foundation. Columbia 

Missouri Farm Bureau, Jefferson City 

Annual Sponsorship Levels 

Gold-$5,000 minimum  

Silver-$2,500 to $4,999 

Bronze-$1,500 to $2,499 

Corporate-$500 to $1,499 

Associate/Community -$250 to $499 

Friend-$50 to $249 



Mrs. Viola Blechle, Perryville, 1971 

Mr. William D. Hayter, Jefferson City, 1972 

Mrs. Ron Pettinger, Nevada, 1973 

Mrs. Annette Epperson, Sumner, 1974 

Mrs. Frankie Phillips, Hughesville, 1976 

Mr. Glen Smith, Mountain View, 1976 

Mrs. Marge Stolz, Warrensburg, 1977 

Mrs. Donna Thomas, Nevada, 1978 

Mr. Ray Slater, St. Louis, 1978 

Mrs. Harriet Beard, Kirksville, 1979 

Mr. Jerry Halsell, AR-MO Power Co, 1979 

Mr. Joe Vogel, Graham, 1980 

Mr. Lou Atherton, Kansas City, 1980 

Sister Marie Charles Buford, St. Louis, 1981 

Ms. Sue Benage, Lebanon, 1983 

Mr. Gib Keith, Cameron, 1983 

Mr. Everett Van Matre, Mexico, 1984 

Mr. John C. Wright, Jr., Neosho, 1984 

Mr. Everett Lee, Raytown, 1985 

Mr. Bennie Lewis, Kansas City, 1986 

Mr. Vincil Warren, Lamar, 1988 

MCB AMBASSADORS 

Mrs. Georgia Houghton, Tarkio, 1988 

Mrs. Muriel Akers, Caledonia, 1988 

Ms. Carolee Hazlet, Moberly, 1988 

Mr. Ed Owsley, Rolla, 1988 

Mrs. Charlene Boyd, Clarksville, 1988 

Mr. Keith Bowden, Birch Tree, 1989 

Mrs. Elender Barrett, Albany, 1993 

Mr. Pat Ryan, Kansas City, 1994 

Mr. James Boettcher, Jefferson City, 1994 

Mr. Mike Schicker, St. Louis, 1996 

Ms. Lee Langerock, Maryville, 2001 

Mr. Lenard Johnson, Salem, 2001 

Mr. Mark Woodson, Springfield, 2002 

Ms. Pat Marble, Houston, 2002 

Mr. J.C. Smith, Clinton, 2004 

Mr. Jack Briggs, Cameron, 2004 

Mr. Gene Speichinger, Columbia, 2005 

Mr. Jerry Craig, Salem, 2007 

Ms. Janie Dunning, Columbia, 2009 

Mr. Mark Dawson, Leeõs Summit, 2010 

Mr. Mike Heimericks, Jefferson City, 2010 

MCB Ambassador is recognized and honored by Missouri Community Betterment as a person 
who has given years of service to a community betterment organization and has gone above and 
beyond the expected level of participation in a community betterment organization. 
Ambassadorships are not recognized every year. MCB Ambassadors are named at the Missouri 
Community Betterment Conference. 



2010 Gene Speichinger Community 

of the Year Award—Albany 

This community has been very active with Missouri Community Betterment over many years, and this 

year really impressed the MCB Judges and Board members with the quality and level of their 

participation: 

 Their Youth Council has been very active in developing and implementing their own community 

projects, sometimes by partnering with other community organizations to be successful; 

 Their completed and ongoing written community assessments have been reinforced by successful 

town hall meetings where the results are communicated and community goal setting takes place; 

 Their goals directly relate to the community projects they have undertaken; and 

 Their very noteworthy project list. 



2010 Glenn Smith Youth Group of the Year Award—Humansville 

This year’s winner was recommended by the MCB judges for their outstanding projects, very 

active community involvement, and their unequaled leadership. This group of young persons is 

recognized for doing a great job of assessing their community’s needs, planning events, and 

carrying out yearlong projects that affect both their local and the surrounding community. 

Their projects provide an opportunity for both personal development and accountability, and 

good lessons in learning responsibility to be good community citizens.  



2010 Community and Individual Award Winners 
Communities: 
Category I 
First Place: Annapolis 

Second Place: Allendale 

Third Place: Caledonia  

Fourth Place: Sumner 

Fifth Place: Hawk Point 
 

 Category II 
First Place: Lowry City 

Second Place: Humansville 

Third Place: Grant City  

Fourth Place: Novinger 

Fifth Place: Green City 
 

Category III 
First Place: Albany 

Second Place: Houston 

Third Place: Cabool 

Fourth Place: Steelville 

Fifth Place: Wellsville 

Certificate of Merit: Bourbon, Paris, 

Willow Springs 
 

Category IV 
First Place: Monroe City 

Second Place: East Prairie 

Third Place: Mount Vernon 

Fourth Place: Lexington 

Fifth Place: Fayette 

Certificate of Merit: Louisiana 

Category V 
First Place: Higginsville 

Second Place: Salem 

Third Place: Pleasant Hill 

Fourth Place: Perryville  

Fifth Place: Aurora 

Certificate of Merit: Brookfield, Eldon 
 

Category VI 
First Place: Chillicothe 

Second Place: Cameron 

Third Place: Clinton  

Fourth Place: Sedalia 

Fifth Place: Moberly  

Certificate of Merit: Kirksville 
 

Youth Groups: 
Category I  
First Place: Annapolis  

Second Place: Caledonia 

Certificate of Merit: Hawk Point 
 

Category II 
First Place: Humansville 

Second Place: Novinger 
 

Category III 
First Place: Houston 

Second Place: Cabool 

Certificate of Merit: Albany, Bourbon, 

Steelville 

Category IV 
First Place: Lexington 

Second Place: Mount Vernon 

Certificate of Merit: Louisiana 
 

Category V 
First Place: Higginsville  

Second Place: Salem 

Certificate of Merit: Pleasant Hill 
 

Category VI 
First Place: Chillicothe 

Second Place: Sedalia 

Certificate of Merit: Clinton, Moberly 
 

Adult Leadership Awards:  
Connie Worden, Albany 

Rhonda Uptain, Brookfield 

Lillian Anna Moses, Caledonia 

Robert Wheeler, Clinton 

Elaine Campbell, Houston 

Elizabeth ”Liz” Fenner, Lexington 
 

 Youth Leadership Awards: 
Dallas Stonum, Albany 

Ethan Rogers, Cabool 

Katie Marie Halbert, Caledonia 

Bethany VanWinkle, Clinton 

Alexis Silvey, Lexington 

Joshua Lewis, Moberly 

Tyrel Floyd, Salem 

Breanna Newman, Willow Springs 
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Annapolis 
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Chillicothe 

Clinton 
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2010 Missouri Community Betterment 

Participating Communities/Neighborhoods 



Contributions, gifts, 
grants, and similar 

amounts

73.89%

Program service 
revenue including 

government fees and 

contracts
23.20%

Interest Income
0.27%

Miscellaneous
2.64%

 2010-2011 Income   

 Contributions, gifts, grants, and similar amounts $72,117.00 

 Program service revenue including government fees and contracts $22,645.00 

 Interest Income $268.00 

 Miscellaneous $2,576.00 

  Total $97,606.00 



  

Salaries, Compensation, 
Employee Benefits

27.98%

Professional Fees & 
Independent Contractor 

Payments
37.02%

Advertising
1.29%

Office
0.99%

Multimedia
Development

& Database
1.42%

Conferences
12.51%

Community
Training

4.65%

Depreciation
0.41%

Insurance
1.47%

Judge Expenses
11.29%

Program
Expenses

0.42%

Travel
0.52%

Miscellaneous
0.03%

2010-2011 Expense   

Salaries, Compensation, Employee Benefits $49,187.00 

Professional Fees & Independent Contractor Payments $65,083.00 
Advertising $2,266.00 

Office $1,732.00 
Multimedia Development & Database $2,500.00 

Conferences $22,003.00 
Community Training $8,180.00 

Depreciation $728.00 
Insurance $2,585.00 
Judge Expenses $19,845.00 

Program Expenses $747.00 

Travel $922.00 
Miscellaneous $44.00 

    Total $175,822.00 



For additional information 

MISSOURI COMMUNITY BETTERMENT EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

1702 Cedar Ridge Way, Branson West, MO 65737 

 

Tel: 417-334-3474 

Fax: 417-334-3475 

Email: mcb@iland.net 

 

www.mocommunitybetterment.com 


